THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
mistress, the notorious Mrs. Sophia Baddeley. "I send
you a million kissis, remember I love you Satterday,
Sunday, every day... I hope you will get the horsis,
but I beg you will not be so ventersum, as there are
bad horsis, but will get one quite quiett... pray des-
troy all letters lest anyone should find them by axce-
dent."  Mrs. Baddeley found the author of these art-
less communications child's play. She deceived him
often and flagrantly; but he always believed her pro-
testations of innocence, and seldom visited her without
bringing a ^200 bill in his pocket as a present. Indeed
his only noticeable characteristic seems to have been a
capacity for getting rid of money. Handsome, festive
and foolish, his main occupation was to squander the
guineas laboriously accumulated for him by his fore-
fathers. His money raised him to the peerage of Ire-
land as first Baron Melbourne, and procured him a
seat in Parliament. But during the forty years he spent
there, he only opened his mouth once. Such energy
as he possessed was fully employed in drinking port,
following the hounds, and playing faro at Almack's
Club.
However, any deficiencies on his part were more
than made up for by his wife. Elizabeth Milbanke,
Lady Melbourne was one of the most remarkable
women of her age. Not that she was original. On the
contrary, she was a typical eighteenth-century woman
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